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Seeking advice: Obed Garcia, left, signs up for the mentoring program with Holland Police Officer Rod Mendoza
Thursday evening at the Hispanic Educators, Leaders and Professionals (HELP) mentoring program event at East
Middle School cafeteria. At center is Obed's mother, Cari.
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HOLLAND — Gabriel Price wants
to attend college and become an ar-
i but it wasn’t until the start of
Joic _that he first thought
about furthering his education.

The 13-year-old East Middle School
student heard about a new mentoring
program geared toward eighth-grade
Hispanic students and decided to
check it out. Gabriel said the program
could help him get better grades and
learn helpful study habits.

Gabriel and 24 other eighth-graders
from West and East middle schools
will be part of the Hispanic Educators,
Leaders and Professionals (HELP)
mentoring program. HELP will give
students guidance to reach their po-
tential by providing information on
life skills, career exploration, aca-
demic support, corporate tours, shad-
owing experiences and more. The
program had a kick-off event Thurs-
day evening at the East Middle School
cafeteria, where students were intro-
duced to their mentors.

Frank Coronado, of Holland, will
mentor Gabriel for one year.

Coronado grew up in a migrant
family, where his parents struggled to
go through school while he and his
siblings were young.

After watching his parents, Coro-
nado knew the importance of educa-
tion and graduated from Grand Rap-
ids Community College and Grand
Valley State University. He is a corpo-
rate relations manager at Davenport
University, vice president of the West
Michigan Hispanic Chamber of Com-
merce and a certified paralegal.

“Knowledge is worth nothing un-
less you pass it on,” said Coronado. “I
hope to instill in Gabe that he furthers
his education, and I hope he can come
back and be a mentor.” !

Noel Cuellar, president of Primera
Plastics, is director of the HELP pro-
gram. He established a scholarship
program for Hispanic students but

found several recipients dropped out
of college because they were missing
skills during middle and high school.
Cuellar also came from a migrant
family and moved to Holland when he
was 6. Throughout his school years
ellar . didn’t take education seri-

 ously and barely graduated from high

school. It was when he was 33 that he
started taking night classes at Grand
Rapids Community College. Within
five years, Cuellar had started his own
injection molding plastics for automo-
tive and office furniture in Zeeland.
“We’re going to plant the seed and
hopefully they will take off,” Cuellar
said. “I hope they will continue on
with their ‘education, but also that
their peers will see more to life than
fun and games.”

Gabriel’s mother, Amy Price, said
she hopes HELP can give her son
guidance and structure to build a
strong foundation and through the
process let him learn about his His-
panic background.

Price said the program is a blessing.
Being a mother in general is a chal-
lenge, but as a single mother it’s a
struggle, she said.

“I think it’s going to be great,” she
said. “I think this will point him in the
right direction.”
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